
An interview with Linda Schleef, wife and caregiver for Art Schleef, as Art received Iroquois  
Memorial Hospice care in their rural Iroquois County home.

Art was a patient of IMH Hospice for 2 1/2 years, how did he decide it was time for hospice?
"Art had quite a few medical procedures over the years and when the doctor suggested 
more of them, he said “No, I’m going to go home, be on hospice and be comfortable for  
as long as I have”.

Are you glad that he chose hospice care instead of more medical procedures?  
"Oh my goodness, yes! It was the best thing we could have done for Art and our family!"

         How was it at hospice care was the best thing for your family? 
         "Lots of ways. For one, Art and I love having our children and grandchildren and  
         great-grandchildren over to visit, a lot. With Art being home on hospice, he was able to  
be at his best to tell his stories and to spend time with family with no recovery time or pain from surgeries and 
treatments etc. taking away from his time with family."

What did hospice do to improve the quality of Art’s life? 
"Quite a few things, but one of the most important was helping him to breathe. Art struggled for years with being 
short of breath due to the CHF. But when he went onto hospice, the hospice nurses ordered medication and other 
interventions that enabled him to breathe very well. And of course, being able to breathe well meant that he was  
better able to talk with his family and visitors which was one of his favorite things in the whole world!"

What about going to see his doctor when he was on hospice? 
"Well, I could have taken Art to see his doctor anytime but he wanted to save the time and energy it would have  
taken to go to see the doctor. Besides, his hospice nurses were always on top of what was going on with him  
medically and they could have been in touch with his doctor immediately anytime it might have been needed."

Were other members of the hospice team visiting other than the hospice RNs? 
"Yes. The hospice CNAs gave baths to Art when he needed that help. The hospice social worker and chaplain visits 
were something that Art always looked forward to. And a hospice volunteer visited who had gone to high school  
with Art and boy could they tell the stories between the two of them!"

What would you say to someone thinking of only accepting hospice care in their last few days or maybe never? 
"I would say you’ll probably regret that decision. I’d also say if you or a loved one, are thinking about how to have  
the best quality of life for as long as you can, call hospice sooner rather than later."
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Glad We Had Hospice For 2 1/2 Years!

Hospice Myth vs. Facts
Myth: If I ask my doctor for hospice care, I will be admitted to Iroquois Memorial Hospice.

Fact: Probably not. Your doctor may not know that Iroquois Memorial Hospice exists or that Iroquois Memorial 
Hospice is now available to people living in 5 counties, in addition to Iroquois County. Also, there are several 
other hospices now operating in our service area, so if you want Iroquois Memorial Hospice you need to ask  
for Iroquois Memorial Hospice by name!

Linda Schleef, wife of Art 
and caregiver for him 
during his time with Iroquois 
Memorial Hospice.


